
Area Resident Seeking Backers
To Help Produce Local lndie Movie

by Sally Zegers
If you ever wanted to be in pic-

tures, here's your chance - sort
of.
Local residents were invited to

the Capra Cinema movie theatre

onThursday, NovemberT, to hear

details ofa possible independent
movie that would be filmed lo-
cally, and to be given a chance to
back the venture. Independent
rneans no money orbacking from
a studio.
' Greg Dohanic, aprofessional ac-

tor who now lives in the local area

rrith his wife and two children,
iras written a screenplay and has

been trying to get it made into a
movie. He's reaching out to resi-

{ents of Hancock; Deposit and

{rorthern Wayne County for sup-
port, suggesting short term and

long term benefits for the area.

Short term benefits would in-
clude increased media attention
and exposure for the area, possi-

bly bringing "a new tourism de-

mographic, like that in Iowa at

The Field of Dreams," he told the
group. In the long term, Dohanic
hopes that a successful produc-

Greg Dohanic, right, speaks with Nick Barone folbwing a screen-
ing of a short version of Dohanic's movie A Cowboy's Bbod.

tion might put the areaon the map

for other independent movie
makers and lead to future produc-
tions by them.
" This is not going to become a

mini Hollywood," he told the
group of approximately 30
people. "But growth helPs the

area. People are already coming
here. Let's make them stay." He
added that the addition of a small
film segmentto the local economY

would help bring new life to the

area, and would fit in with the

existing community, pointing out
that more traffic means more sales

of goods and services, along with
increased growth in population.
He also pointed to the possibil-
ity of cultural enrichment for the

area, resulting in a film festival or
permanently established produc-
tion companies.
(continued on page 5)



Local Indie Movie...
; (continued from page 1)

' He called the region rich in pos-
sible movie sites, saying he al-

.ready had 75 percent of the film-
"ing sites for his movie in mind,

"including buildings in both De-

"posit and Hancock, along with
"exterior sites in rural Wayne
.County.

Dohanic, who will direct the
movie. is joined by his wifeAmy,
who is serving as Associate Pro-

-ducer and Office Manager, Ryan
Camarda, Director of Photogra-

^phy/Marketing & Fundraising
"Assistant, Chris Evanitsky as Re-
' gional Event Coordinator/Assis-

:tant to the Producers, and Jeffrey
_Broullire as Executive Assistant/
:Equipment Consultant. He is
ipartnering with Tom Archdeacon
.of Frost Pictures to produce the
-movie, which he estimates will
-cost $130,000 - which he noted
was "peanuts" in the movie busi-
NESS.

Dohanic intends to keep costs

.down by seeking in kind contri-
butions of necessary items and
for lodging and meals for the
cast, by using a low cost con-
tract that allows union actors to

work at the minimum cost, and
by being efficient in filming, a
process he estimates would take
four weeks.

This is not a money making
proposition for him, at least not
right away, he said, since most of
the money would go toward hir-
ing a well known actor for the lead
role. He is hoping to strike a deal

' with Eric Roberts, an actor he
hopes will ensure that the movie
has a chance at both getting
funded and distributed.

What he does hope to get, he
told the group, is a chance to ply
his trade while living in an area
he loves, and the production of
the movie he's been working on
for so long, and which could lead
to more opportunities business-
wise.
As for the movie itself, Dohanic

tpld the audience that he was in-
spired by such films as Lonely
are the Brave, First Bliod, Sling
Blade and especially the John
Ford classic, The Grapes of
Wrath. His movie, entitled A
Cowboy's Blood, is an "allegory
about the unification ofthe coun-
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try." It is set in 1931, but not in
the local area. Wayne County will
stand in for autumn and winter
scenes in Georgia and Missouri,
as the lead character, whose name
is never revealed, travels to those
areas seeking a mysterious man
in an old photograph. Dohanic
described the film as "dark" and
screened a 28 minute long ver-
sion of some of the scenes for
the audience. "This is not what
the production will look like," he
cautioned the group before the
screening started. "The final pro-
duction values will be much
higher."

Screening attendees included
business owners from both De-
posit and Hancock, and many
seemed intrigued by the idea,
and expressed interest in any
project that might bring visitors
to the area. Several offered ad-
vice for contacts who would be
ofhelp to the project. The screen-
ing was followed by refresh-
ments. If all goes well, Dohanic
would start filming next Septem-
ber, working three weeks, before
breaking until Decemberfor some
scenes that need snow.

Dohanic emphasized that resi-
dents may sign a petition in sup-
port of the film, which may be
helpful in getting grants from area

arts groups.
Anyone wishing to find out

more about the project or to con-
tribute to it should visit
www.coolbullproductions.com
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